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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.0. Introduction

In many second or foreign language teaching situations, reading receives a special
focus. It is the most important skill. It is highly valued by EFL students as well as
teachers. Richards and Renandya (2002) claimed that reading receives special focus in
foreign language teaching. There are two reasons for considering reading as the most
important skill in language learning: First, reading comprehension is one of the most
important goals in most foreign language settings. Second, reading texts help learners to

accomplish various pedagogical purposes.

In addition, the meaning of a sentence consists of the combination of the smaller
units of the sentence. Nunan (2003, p. 252) stated that the bottom-up approach views
reading as a process of decoding written symbols into their aural equivalents in a linear
fashion. According to McDonough (2013, p. 119),



The essential features of the bottom-up approach are that the reader tries to decode
each individual letter encountered by matching it to the minimal units of meaning in
the second system (the phoneme) to arrive at a meaning of the text. While with top-
down approach, the interaction process between the reader and the text involves the
reader in activating knowledge of the world, plus past experiences, expectations and

intuitions, to arrive at a meaning of the text.
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Reading comprehension. As defined by Longman Dictionary (2015), it refers to
looking at written words and understanding what they mean. It is the ability to read text,
process it and understand its meaning. An individual's ability to comprehend a text is

influenced by his traits and skills, one of which is the ability to make inferences.
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Table 2.2.
Descriptive analysis of the pretest and the posttest of the control group
Test N Mean Std. Deviation Variance
PR voc 30 6.7333 1.52978 2.340

PO voc 30 12.1333 3.05956 9.360
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The importance of schema theory in the comprehension process has been
recognized by many researchers (Ajide, 2003; Fenrich, 2014; Jahangard, 2011; Nuttall,
2012).
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